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I’ll Be List’ning 

 

When the Savior calls I will answer, 

When He calls for me I will hear; 

When the Savior calls I will answer, 

I’ll be somewhere listening for my name. 
 

If my heart is right when He calls me, 

If my heart is right I will hear; 

If my heart is right when He calls me,  

I’ll be somewhere list’ning for my name. 
 

If my robe is white when He calls me, 

If my robe is white I will hear; 

If my robe is white when He calls me, 

I’ll be somewhere list’ning for my name. 
 

I’ll be somewhere list’ning, 

I’ll be somewhere lis’tning, 

I’ll be somewhere list’ning for my name; 

I’ll be somewhere list’ning, 

I’ll be somewhere list’ning, 

I’ll be somewhere list’ning for my name. 

American Spiritual-Traditional 







Two Ears And One Mouth 

How many times have you heard, “You have two ears and 

one mouth?  What does that tell you?”  As a child it told 

me that I am to spend my time listening twice as much 

as I talk.  Listening means paying attention, not just 

hearing folks talk.  I was to look the speaker in the eye 

and not let my mind wander.  I was taught that listening 

is the hallmark of greatness.   

Knowing how to pay attention and really listen can save 

us a lifetime of consequences.  Sometimes we have only 

one brief moment to hear a warning before it is too late.  

The invitation song, “Oh, Why Not Tonight?” comes to 

mind.  We never know what tomorrow or even the next 

hour will bring.  We need to be listening for that still small 

voice. 

God speaks loud and clear throughout the Bible and in 

nature.  He gets our attention first.  We see Him in the 

bright lightning, hear Him in the crashing claps of 

thunder, feel Him in the flooding, the wind, heat, cold; 

and we can read His Words.  God has spoken once and 

for all.  There is no need for Him to repeat.  Each is given 

a lifetime to listen before we are thoroughly and 

everlastingly expired.    

People tend to concentrate on the goodness, loving-

kindness, gentleness, and forgiving love of Jesus but 

there is the other side of God.  In the Old Testament, we 



hear that there is a powerful, mighty, “vengeance is 

Mine”, all consuming power who demands obedience 

and faithfulness to the end.  We need to be listening. 

I do my utmost in listening to 

God especially since we came 

to Thailand.  Deuteronomy 

12:23 says, “Only be sure that 

thou eat not the blood: for the 

blood is the life; and thou shalt 

not eat the life with the flesh.”  

The Thais like to put blood in 

some of their famous dishes.  Animal blood is usually 

steamed so it will coagulate and can be easily sliced into 

chunks.  When you buy any duck and some chicken 

dishes, you should always tell the vendor that you do not 

want blood---chunks or liquid.   

Well, as I was writing this, MookDa brought me a Thai 

noodle dish made with boiled chicken feet and necks.  

She had told the vendor, “No blood.”  I was eating and 

thinking and not paying much attention to the food.  I 

had eaten half when I noticed pinky-fingernail-size flecks 

of blood.  Apparently the dish had the blood dumped in 

after the food had been cooked so the vendor had 

“avoided” sacking up the chunks of blood for MookDa.   

I knew God commanded that we not eat blood and in 

deep remorse I whispered, “Sinful, sinful, me.  I have 

read, I did listen, and I knew full well; but I was not paying 

attention.”  Once again I had unknowingly eaten blood.  

My eyes are not that good anymore, but that is no excuse 

for sinning unawares.  We must not only be listening, but 

also paying attention, and watching. 

I often wonder if I ever made my mother cry.  It grieves 

me to think I surely could have by not listening.  We are 

commanded never to grieve the Holy Spirit.  Would we, 

could we feel the same sorrow and remorse?  If not, then 

we do not know the Holy Spirit.  We did not read the 

Bible to find out what would grieve Him.  We are not 

listening to God speak. 

When we are not 

listening to the 

little things, we 

probably are not 

listening to the 

big important 

things either 

which God speaks.  One of our duties in life is to listen to 

God so we can please Him.  He has told us what He 

requires (Micah 6:8).  He has told us about salvation, and 

about eternal life in His Home in Heaven.  For the hope 

of eternal life, we had better be listening intently.  

With people I have found that when I listen carefully, give 

my undivided attention, and ask questions, I am more 

likely to come to the right conclusions.  Asking questions 

not only keeps me focused, but it also helps with 

remembering.  Some folks jot notes, some folks record 

for playback, and some folks hope to absorb the content 

of the conversation and not forget.   

With God, we pray and commune continually, not 

needing reminders.  It is a continuing conversation.  Even 

with questions, we wait on the work of the Spirit of God 

to come in that soft, gentle, still small voice.  However, 

whenever we grow complacent and ignore God, we 

become deaf.  In the Old Testament, 1 Samuel 3:1, the 

Bible says that at times God rarely spoke because the 

people had become deaf and “the Word of Jehovah was 

precious in those days.”  What about today’s people?  

Rebecca Voraritskul, Thailand 
©June, 2016 



Today Is A Good Day… 

Forming a good habit is just as easy as forming a bad one.  

I kept a book around for a long time called "Practicing His 

Presence".  It served as my daily reminder that 

communication with God doesn't just happen, it needs 

to be practiced.  My parents taught me as a child, 

through repetition, to talk 

with God every night before 

going to bed.  I leave my Bible 

open on the table so that 

every day begins by reading 

scripture.  Being consumed 

by truth is a daily pursuit, but 

only if it becomes a habit.  

There are so many things that can devour our days... 

passive distractions of one sort or another.  A life should 

be intentional, not accidental.  The challenges of this 

world are more easily understood when Holy habits are 

a part.  It just takes a little practice.  Today is a good day 

to begin... 

Chuck Hicks, Searcy, Arkansas 
via Facebook 









 

Listening and Caring 

The most basic of all human needs is the need to 

understand and be understood. The best way to 

understand people is to listen to them. — Ralph Nichols 

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a 

smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 

compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which 

have the potential to turn a life around. — Leo Buscaglia 

Only when the clamor of the outside world is silenced will 

you be able to hear the deeper vibration. Listen carefully. 

— Sarah Ban Breathnach 

If speaking is silver, then listening is 

gold. – Turkish Proverb 

Now a man cannot listen to 

another while he will have all the 

talk and discourse to himself. – C. 

H. Spurgeon 

The principle of listening, someone 

has said, is to develop a big ear rather than a big mouth.  

– Howard G. and Jeanne Hendricks 

Easy listening exists only on the radio. – David Barkan 

http://www.listen.org 








The Word Between 
Intent & Performance 

 We sing “Sweet Hour of Prayer” and content 

ourselves with a few minutes of prayer each day, 

even if that much. 

 We sing “Onward Christian Soldiers” and wait to be 

pushed into the Lord’s service. 

 We sing “O for a Thousand Tongues” without rightly 

using the tongue we have 

 We sing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” and let the least 

little offense sever it. 

 We sing “I Love to Tell the Story” and never mention 

it all year to our friends and associates. 

 We sing “Cast Thy Burden on the Lord” and worry 

ourselves into nervous breakdowns. 

 We sing ‘Serve Lord with Gladness” and gripe about 

all we have to do. 

 We sing “The Whole Wide World for Jesus” and 

never invite our next door neighbors to church. 

 We sing “Throw Out the Life-line” and content 

ourselves with throwing out a fishing line on Sunday. 

Author Unknown 



Listening 

A few days ago my daughter and I were trying to change 

a water filter in our refrigerator to no avail.  We had 

worked several minutes and tried every method we 

could think of when I returned to the living room in total 

frustration.  At that point my husband began to quiz me, 

and I snapped, “I don’t know why it won’t come out.  If 

we knew what to do, we would have already done it!”  

My husband called me up short for my sharp tone.  I’ve 

lived with this man for fifty-four years, and I knew we 

both needed to cool down a little before I said another 

word. 

Later that evening I apologized, and we talked in length.  

I explained my level of frustration, and he explained that 

he was trying to determine 

what we had already done so 

he could perhaps offer other 

solutions.  Had I listened in the 

first place, the whole situation 

could have been avoided.  

Stephen R. Covey said, “Most 

people do not listen with the 

http://www.listen.org/


intent to understand.  Most people listen with the intent 

to reply.”  I had certainly been guilty of that. 

In retrospect I wonder how often we listen in such a 

manner when it comes to God’s word?  I recently had a 

discussion with an online friend regarding the use of 

instrumental music in worship.  I explained why we do 

not do that, and her response was, “but they used it in 

the Old Testament, and God does not change.”  No 

scripture I offered made any impression.  The end of the 

conversation came when she told me she found the 

Church of Christ “too legalistic.”  

Sisters, how do we hope to please God when we do not 

listen to His instructions?  When I told my children to pick 

up their bedding and make their beds, I was not pleased 

to find all the bedding gathered off the floor and piled in 

the middle of the bed.  Yes, the floor could now be 

traveled safely, but the bed was not made properly.  If 

we can understand that, why can we not understand the 

importance of doing godly things in godly ways? 

1 Timothy 4:16 says to pay close attention to yourself and 

to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do 

this, you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for 

those who hear you. 

I have determined to listen more closely to my husband, 

even in frustration; and I pray I will always remember to 

listen to God’s instruction with an open heart rather than 

make excuses for why I won’t do as He commands. 

By Wilburta Arrowood 
Napoleonville, La 



TO LISTEN BETTER 

"All a man's ways seem right to him, but the Lord weighs 
the heart. To do what is just and right is more acceptable 
to the Lord than sacrifice. Haughty eyes and a proud 
heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin... There is no 
wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the 

Lord." Proverbs 21. Yes all of us think 
our perspective is the right 
perspective. It would do us all good to 
find what is right about other points of 
view, which would in turn help our 

perspectives to be more complete ... and inclusive. Jesus 
says in Luke, "Be careful then how you listen." I pray that 
I can listen better... so that I might understand more. 

Chuck Hicks, Searcy, AR 
Via Facebook 



 

 
The Blank Page 

In most Bibles, there is a blank page between the Old and 
New Testaments.  In one sense of the word, it's as if God 
is giving us a fresh start.  After that blank page, the very 

first chapter of Matthew tells us of the Savior who is 
being born as a child and who will be our Redeemer.  

What a great story follows that blank page!! 

As we toss away our 2016 calendar and open up our 2017 
calendar, who knows what great story will follow?  It's as 
if we have a fresh start, too.  With God's guidance, it can 

be an exciting year in service to Him. 

Although this is a great time of year to think about a fresh 
start, as Christians we have this fresh start every day of 
our lives.  In I John it tells us that as we walk in the light 

as He is in the light, His blood cleanses us.   

That wonderful feeling we get at the beginning of the 

year can be experienced every morning! God sees us 

through the blood of His Son, Jesus – and He sees us as 
we are through the grace and mercy of Jesus.  Our past 

sins are washed away and each day we have the 
opportunity to do our best, with a spirit of gratitude for 

all that was done for us. 

Make a new, fresh start and experience the glory of a 

blank page, followed by a wonderful story. 

Lorna Smith, Lubbock, Texas 
©2016 





 
Sunrise is a monthly newsletter written and/or 

assembled by members of the Rolla Church of Christ.  

All previous issues can be accessed by going to 

http://www.seekgrowservelove.org.  Click on 

Resources, then on Sunrise Newsletter.  You will find 

the current issue plus all previous issues.    


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy+4:16&version=NASB
http://www.seekgrowservelove.org/

