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Lesson 1                       THE GOD WHO BECAME JESUS 

 

In our study of knowing Jesus let us begin by studying what the New Testament says 

about His being part of the Godhead before he was the son of Mary. 

 

The apostle John introduces his gospel as follows: “In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not understood it.” John 1:1-5. 

Notice some of the things John tells us: 

1. The Word was God. 

2. The Word was with God. 

3. All things came into being through Him. 

4. In Him was life and the life was the Light of men. 

 

John continues in verses 1:9-13. “9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming 

into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 

world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 

receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 

the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 

human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 

Now notice these points: 

1. The true light enlightens every man. 

2. The world did not know Him. 

3. His own did not receive Him. 

4. As many as received Him received the right to become children of God. 

 

And in verse 1:14 John summed it up beautifully. “14 The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

The apostle John is not the only one who wrote about Jesus being with God in the 

beginning. The apostle Paul in his letter to the Colossians included these words. “15 The 

Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  Colossians 1:15-17. 

Paul details some things: 

 1. The Firstborn is over all creation. 

2. All things were created by Him and for Him. 

3. He is before all things. 

4. In Him all things hold together. 
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Paul in his letter to the Philippians uses the example of Jesus to show them that they 

should not be self-centered. He wrote these words about Jesus. “5 In your relationships 

with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature 

God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death--even death on a cross.” Phil 2:5-8. 

Notice what he did, as the King James translation says, without feeling robbed. 

1. He emptied Himself. 

2. He took on the form of a bondservant. 

3. He was made in the likeness of a man. 

4. He humbled Himself. 

5. He became obedient to death. 

6. He died on a cross. 

 

We have looked at what others have said about the God who became Jesus. Now let us 

look at what Jesus said in one of His prayers to God.  “4 I have brought you glory on earth 

by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence 

with the glory I had with you before the world began.” John 17:4-5. 

 

The writer of Hebrews looks at the results of Jesus’ life on earth. The author sums it up as 

follows. “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and 

in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is 

the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things 

by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty in heaven.” Heb 1:1-3. 

Wow! Look at the things Jesus has done: 

1. He became God’s spokesman. 

2. He became God’s heir of all things. 

3. He made the universe. 

4. He represents God’s glory. 

5. He sustains all things by His word. 

6. He provided purification for sins. 

7. He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

 

Why did God devise such a plan and Jesus carry out such a plan? 

John 3:16-18 explains it all. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did 

not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. 
18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 

Son.” 

 


