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Lesson 13                             JESUS AFTER HIS ARREST                                Tom Baird

When Jesus is bound and taken away, the disciples flee. They must have some concern
that Jesus may be found guilty of insurrection like Barabbas was. The followers of
Barabbas were in prison. Now is a time of waiting and wondering. Only two of the
apostles, John and Peter, will be watching and wondering. Peter is probably the most
concerned because he had cut off Malchus’ ear. He will deny knowing Jesus three times.

Jesus was first taken to Annas, the father-in-law of the present High Priest. He had been
the High Priest but was deposed by the Romans. He still had a lot of influence. John was
admitted because he knew the High Priest. He returned to the gate and got Peter admitted.
When the girl at the gate asked him if he was a disciple “He replied, ‘I am not.’”
John 18:17b. That was Peter’s first denial.

Annas asked a few questions but didn’t find out much. “Then Annas sent him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest.” John 18:24. Peter followed at a distance. When Peter stopped
by a fire that had been kindled in the courtyard more than one person insisted that Peter
had been with Jesus. Peter denied it vehemently with an oath. That was his second denial.

When Jesus was sent to Caiaphas, “The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were
looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they
did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward
61 and declared, ‘This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it
in three days.’’ 62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, ‘Are you not going to
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?’ 63 But Jesus
remained silent.” Matthew 26:59-63a.

Why did Jesus remain silent? The time had come for his sacrifice. He would not say
anything that would change their minds.

“The high priest said to him, ‘I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you
are the Messiah, the Son of God.’ 64 ‘You have said so,’ Jesus replied. ‘But I say to all of
you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One and coming on the clouds of heaven.’” Matthew 26:63b-64. Jesus answered this
question because he knew his answer will cause them to demand his death.

“Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we
need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you
think?’ ‘He is worthy of death,’ they answered. 67 Then they spit in his face and struck
him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, ‘Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit
you?’” Matthew 26:65-68.
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A girl had accused Peter of being with Jesus and he had denied it. This time a man makes
the charge. “About an hour later another asserted, ‘Certainly this fellow was with him, for
he is a Galilean.’ 60 Peter replied, ‘Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!’ Just as
he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: ‘Before the rooster crows
today, you will disown me three times.’ 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.”
Luke 22:59-62.

 “At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the
teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 ‘If you are the
Messiah,’ they said, ‘tell us.’ Jesus answered, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe me,
68 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be
seated at the right hand of the mighty God.’ 70 They all asked, ‘Are you then the Son of
God?’ He replied, ‘You say that I am.’ 71 Then they said, ‘Why do we need any more
testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.’” Luke 22:66-71.

When Judas, the betrayer, realized that Jesus was condemned his conscience got to him.
He went to the council and confessed his sin and tried to return the money. They, in
effect, laughed at him. He threw the money at their feet and went and committed suicide.
They used the money to buy a potter’s field.

The next move of Caiaphas and the Council was to send him to Pilate. They wanted him
executed and that needed Pilate’s approval. They would not go in because they did not
want to defile themselves before the Passover. “So Pilate came out to them and asked,
‘What charges are you bringing against this man?’  ‘If he were not a criminal,’ they
replied, ‘we would not have handed him over to you.’ 31 Pilate said ‘Take him yourselves
and judge him by your own law.’ ‘But we have no right to execute anyone,’ they
objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was
going to die. John 12:29-32.

 The Last Supper, which we discussed earlier, was not the real Passover meal but a
symbolic one. The Passover meal would come after the Paschal Lamb had been
sacrificed. Exodus 12:1-11.

Pilate summoned Jesus and asked him if he was king of the Jews. During the exchange,
Jesus told him two things, “My kingdom is not of this world” and when Pilate accepted
that he was a king, Jesus added, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born
and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to
me.” John 18:37b. The chief priests and elders kept bringing charges. To Pilate’s
amazement, Jesus gave no answer. He would not chance gaining his release.

“‘What is truth?’ retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there
and said, ‘I find no basis for a charge against him.’” John 18:38. “But they insisted, ‘He
stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all
the way here.’” Luke 23:5. When Pilate found out that Jesus was a Galilean and under
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod who was there, probably for the Passover.
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Herod was pleased to see Jesus. He hoped to see him perform a miracle. He asked Jesus a
lot of questions but Jesus would not answer them. His accusers were there making many
charges. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed him, then dressed him in an elegant robe
and sent him back to Pilate. “That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they
had been enemies.” Luke 23:12. I wonder if they had been enemies because Herod had
executed John the Baptist without permission. This time he cooperated but left the
decision to Pilate.

“While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: ‘Don’t have
anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream
because of him.’” Matthew 27:19. Our wives tell us that men should pay more attention
to what their wives tell them. Historians tell us that Pilate’s wife was Claudia Procula.
Early Christians believed she eventually became a Christian. That would be
understandable. Paul, when writing Timothy from Rome included, “Do your best to get
here before winter. Eubulus greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the
brothers and sisters.” II Timothy 4:21. Dreamers hope this Claudia is Claudia Procula.
Whoever this Claudia was, she was special. Three men and Claudia were mentioned by
name followed by “and all the brothers and sisters.” These four were special.

When Herod returned Jesus, Pilate called the accusers together and told them that neither
he nor Herod found anything worthy of death. Let me punish him and release him.
Knowing they wanted someone released Pilate said, “But it is your custom for me to
release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. ‘Do you want me to release the
King of the Jews?’ 40 They shouted back, ‘No, not him! Give us Barabbas!’ Now
Barabbas had taken part in an uprising.” John 18:39-40. In fact, he had killed someone.
But the crowd kept asking for Barabbas and demanding Jesus to be crucified.

“Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.” John 19:1. “Then the governor’s soldiers
took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him.
28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of
thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of
him and mocked him. ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ they said. 30 They spit on him, and took
the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they
took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.” Matthew 27:27-31.

When the Jews said that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, Pilate tried to talk to Jesus
again, but Jesus would not answer. “From then on,Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the
Jewish leaders kept shouting, ‘If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone
who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.’” John 19:12. At this point, Pilate gave up. He
washes his hands, denies responsibility, releases Barabbas and condemns Jesus.

The soldiers took charge of Jesus. They started with Jesus carrying his own cross. When
they met a man from Cyrene, the soldiers forced him to carry the cross. A large number
of people followed including women who mourned and wailed for him.
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About the third hour of the day, (three hours after sunrise), they crucified Jesus between
two criminals. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing.”
Luke 23:34a. They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, probably as a sedative, but he
refused it. Pilate put a sign on the cross which read, JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF
THE JEWS. As prophesied, the soldiers cast lots for his clothes.

The crowd mocked Jesus, hurling all sorts of insults at him. Even one of the thieves
joined in. But the other thief defended him. “Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom.’ 43 Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in paradise.’” Luke 23:42-43. “When Jesus saw his mother standing near John,
he told his mother, ‘Here is your son.’ And to John he said, ‘Here is your mother.’ From
that time on John took her into his home.” John 19:26-27.

To fulfill prophesy, Jesus asks for a drink. “When he had received the drink, Jesus said,
‘It is finished.’ With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” John 19:30. Many
strange things happened at that time. Matthew lists the following. “From noon until three
in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.” Matthew 27:51. Critics say there was
no eclipse of the sun at that time. God doesn’t need an eclipse to cause darkness. In my
lifetime I have seen storm clouds so thick that the yard lights came on and the chickens
went to roost in midday.

Matthew adds, “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many
holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’
resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 54 When the
Centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that
had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’”
Matthew 27:51-54.

“Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath.
Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath,
they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers
therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and
then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already
dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a
spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given
testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so
that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be
fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones will be broken,’ 37 and, as another scripture says, ‘They
will look on the one they have pierced.’” John 19:31-37.

That fulfilled two more prophesies. Not only two prophesies, but also one of the
requirements that God gave Moses and Aaron for the paschal lamb, “Do not break any of
the bones.” Exodus 12:46b. Jesus is our Paschal Lamb.


