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Lesson 7                  TO WHOM DOES JESUS RELATE? 

From her early teen years my wife taught children’s classes. She loved Jesus 

and she loved children, all children. Neither race, color, nationality, sex, 

religion nor any of those things mattered. We lived in a university town with a 

lot of international students, so she had many opportunities to show that none 

of those mattered. 

One of the songs that she would always teach those children was, Jesus Loves 

the Little Children. The words include, “Red and Yellow, Black and White; 

they are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.” Are 

those words truth or were they just poetic license? 

 Once when Jesus was teaching his apostles humility, he taught as follows, “He 

called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless 

you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 

me. If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 

believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened 

around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.’”          

Mathew 18:2-6.  

The words in the song are truth. In this lesson, we will show that Jesus related 

to all kinds of people. Rich or poor didn’t matter. Neither did nationality nor 

religious background. Jesus worked with all classes of people. He also worked 

with uncountable numbers of people. I have picked a few instances to illustrate 

the variety.  

The story of Nicodemus is found in John 3:1-21. Nicodemus is a Pharisee and a 

member of the Jewish ruling council. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said, 

“Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees you will certainly 

not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20, condensed. Yet Jesus takes 

time, one on one, to teach Nicodemus about the rebirth and enough other 

information that, after Jesus’ death, he helps bury Jesus. 

The story of the Samaritan at the well is found in John 4:4-26. When the 

woman came to draw water, Jesus asked for a drink. She was shocked because 

Jews did not share things in common with Samaritans. But Jesus started a 

conversation with her and convinced her that he was the Messiah. She went and 

brought back the people of the town. Jesus convinced them also. No wonder 

Philip had great success in Samaria after the church started. Acts 8:4-8. 
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John tells us another interesting story in John 4:46-54. A royal official wants 

Jesus to heal his dying son. A royal official would be part of Herod’s family. 

Historians tell us that Herod the Great was an Edomite who converted to 

Judaism and was given the title, King of the Jews, by Caesar Augustus. Herod 

had tried to have Jesus killed when Jesus was a child. Yet when the request was 

made by one of his descendants, Jesus healed the child. Maybe that is why 

Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household, gave support to 

Jesus as He traveled. 

Jesus healed many lepers. Matthew tells us the story of one with an unusual 

touch, Matthew 8:1-4. The pun was intended. When the leper begged, “If you 

are willing you can make me clean.” Jesus touched him and said, “I am willing, 

be clean.” And the leper was cleansed. 

While we are writing about lepers, let us look at a story about ten lepers,    

Luke 17:11-19. They begged from a distance as they were taught. Jesus said, 

“Go show yourselves to the priest.” And as they went they were healed. One 

came back and thanked Jesus and he was a Samaritan. Another foreigner cared 

for, and he was thankful. Sometimes we who feel closer to Jesus forget to thank 

him when he heals us or forgives our sins. 

Continuing with Jesus interacting with non-Jews, Luke records a beautiful story 

about a Roman centurion’s request. Luke 7:2-10. The centurion would have 

been a Roman officer in charge of one hundred men. He had a highly valued 

servant who was sick and about to die. So the centurion sent some Jewish 

elders to beg for the servant’s healing. Jesus was going to the home when he 

received this message, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to 

have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself 

worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I 

myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ 

and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do 

this,’ and he does it.” Jesus healed the servant without going further and highly 

complimented the centurion. The servant healed could have been of any 

nationality. 

Matthew tells us an unusual story about a Canaanite woman who wants her 

daughter healed. Matthew 15:21-28. The Canaanites had done much damage to 

the Jewish nation over the years and were despised by the Jews. Jesus bantered 

with her for a while, but she begged, “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their master’s table.” Jesus complimented her faith and healed her 

daughter. What is the lesson for us? When we can teach someone about Jesus, 

their background shouldn’t matter. 
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Matthew tells us a double story, Matthew 9:18-26. The outer story is about the 

daughter of a Synagogue ruler, Jairus, whose daughter is sick. Jairus wants 

Jesus to come and heal her. On his way, the child dies but Jesus goes and brings 

her back to life. 

The story within the story, Matthew 9:20-22, tells us about a woman who had 

been bleeding for twelve years. She had spent all that she had but had only 

gotten worse. She was in the crowd following Jesus and thought; if I can only 

touch Him I will be healed. She did, and she was healed. Jesus stopped and 

looked for her. She told him the whole story and he said, “Daughter, your faith 

has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” Matthew 9:22. 

Why did I want to cover that story? First, she was very poor. She had spent all 

she had. Second, my mother had the same problem. Each month she had much 

bleeding, severe cramps and headaches that made her very sick. After 

menopause, my mother regained her health and lived to be 90 years old. After 

seeing my mother suffer so much, I can understand how desperate the woman 

was who was healed. 

In contrast to the woman who has spent all she had, Matthew records a story 

about Jesus and a rich young man. Matthew 19:6-22. The condensed story 

follows. The young man asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus 

answered, “Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give 

false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and your mother.” The 

young man declared, “I have done these since I was a boy.” Jesus told him, 

“Sell everything you have and give it to the poor, then come and follow me.” 

The young man went away sad because he had great wealth. 

That story hits us hard. Many a young person, raised in the church by a good 

family, has lived a good life. But when they are on their own they don’t have 

time for Jesus. A job, a hobby, or some other passion or pleasure, even an 

innocent one, becomes more important to us than following Jesus. 

I have many more examples on my list, but let us become more general. At the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus did not exclude anyone. When he fed the five 

thousand or the four thousand Jesus didn’t tell the apostles to exclude anyone 

you are not comfortable with and we will feed the rest. There were times when 

people were brought from many regions and he healed them all. He wanted to 

save all of Jerusalem and lamented when he could not. (Matthew 23:37) 
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Without being asked, Jesus removed the doubts of Thomas and restored Peter 

to his place of leadership. From heaven, he added another apostle, Paul, 

because he wanted more time spent with the Gentiles. 

What about people today? Are we all acceptable if we heed his invitation? 

When Jesus was about ready to leave this earth and return to be with the Father, 

Jesus came to the apostles and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20. 

What were Jesus’ last words before his ascension? The apostles had asked him 

when he would return.  He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or 

dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8. 

Yes, Jesus relates to us all if we accept him as the Messiah and relate to him as 

he has asked. The decision is up to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


